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I repeat it once more: we Italians demand justice and nothing 
but justice, and it would be well that our friends in America, in Great 
Britain and especially in France, should not attempt to belittle or still 
less forget the paramount importance of Italy's generous actions and 
the value of Italy's selfless sacrifices. 
Rome. Litta Visconti Arese. 

[The Duke Litta- Visconti-Arese needs, as he himself gracefully 
intimates, no assurance that our omission of special mention of Italy 
in the article named was not due to ill will, which, we beg to say, it 
would be impossible for us to feel for his gallant nation and our 
chivalrous Ally. To that fact the pages of this Review bear eloquent 
witness. To go back no further than July of last year, we then 
published an article relating largely to Italy, " Delenda est Austria," 
from the accomplished pen of our present correspondent himself. In 
August, " The Bersaglieri of the Sea," by Captain Vannutelli ; in Oc- 
tober, " To a Friend in Rome," by Anne C. E. Allinson ; and in De- 
cember, " Venice at War," by Gertrude Slaughter. In addition we 
have frequently expressed editorial appreciation of Italy's participa- 
tion in the war and the keenest sympathy with her efforts, now hap- 
pily attaining success, for the redemption of Italia Irredenta. If the 
exigencies of space forbade special mention of Italy, and of other 
worthy themes, in " The Old Year and the New," we may at least 
gladly testify that the record of Italy's achievements in the Old Year 
is secure, and that the promise of her reaping their full fruition in 
the New Year is assured. — Editor.] 

THOUGHTS ON SOCIALISTIC ROTTENNESS 

Sir, — You saw in the platform of the British Labor Party, among 
other things, " Free entrance of foodstuffs ;" in the Peace Proposals of 
American Labor, " No export of goods not made in factories ;" and 
lastly in the Wilson Peace Proposals, A Representative of Labor on the 
International Board. But you did not see anything about a Farmer's 
Representative, because it isn't there. And if it had not been for Mr. 
Hoover, there would not have been any show for "the men that 
raised the food to win the war " in the general scramble for everybody 
else's dollar now going on. 

Labor, loud-mouthed, domineering, threatening, and irresponsible, 
does not contain the majority of American citizens ; but it is well on the 
way to, and then — the Deluge. Once we had a fair working majority 
of agriculturists ; now we have lost it, and with it the conservative bal- 
ance of power. Let labor begin dictating the future of farmers, and 
there will not be any farmers. How is England going to revivify her 
agriculture if the price of everything she raises is controlled by Argen- 
tina, but every article of manufacture is raised to the nth price by ar- 
bitrary labor exactions? We can see the situation very well, looking 
across the Atlantic. It is precisely the same here. Labor may be 
down-trodden, but it is quite attractive enough to empty the farms 
adjacent to the great industries. The Indians tilled more of Rhode 
Island than Americans do. They tilled more of Connecticut and Mass- 
achusetts. Stop the importation of foreign agriculturists, and see 
where the milk and butter and eggs will come from. Can any sane man 
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think that the two thousand hands in a brass mill are as valuable to 
the state as they would be on the farms they have deserted ? And is it 
conceivable that men will choose a fourteen-hour farm day and bare 
subsistence in preference to a forty-four hour week, pensions, profit- 
sharing, and inflated wages ? I trow not. They won't and they don't. 

When Adam Smith wrote in The Wealth of Nations that two an- 
tagonistic interests were at work in every community: manufactures 
and agriculture, and that in practice one was always built up at the ex- 
pense of the other, he foretold what is the matter with England and 
America to-day. Unless we call a halt, and begin to rebuild our con- 
servative rural classes, the world will not have to be safe for Democ- 
racy : there will be no Democracy. It is to the interest of the consum- 
ing class to depress the cost of food and with it the condition of the 
agriculturist to the lowest possible limit. Observe the New York milk 
strike. As serfdom has not yet come in, the too much depressed class 
melts away. It does not make much difference to the farmer's wife in 
Kansas whether there is a mob of anarchists at work in the Paterson 
silk-mills — she does not wear silk; but it matters a good deal to the 
inhabitants of Paterson whether the price of flour goes up or down. 

The abolition of home industries in farming communities and the 
transferrance of them to factories is one prime cause of the gradual but 
certain destruction of agriculture as an attractive means of livelihood. 
When all the women and half the sons of the farm home are forced 
into the city to earn their living, the fate of that farm home is sealed. 
The forty-four hour day for them all. 

Moral: If Wilson forces through that labor representative, there 
must be someone added to look out for the food people. 

The advance of Socialism has been steady. At the top of society 
it has fascinated people with a benevolent turn. To them it combined 
two absolutely incompatible ideals : a level affluence for all and a total 
absence of social law. Twenty years ago well dressed people were 
saying, " Socialism will never get on till we abolish the fetish of a 
home " ; but they had no idea of abolishing their own homes. We dined 
a Fabian Socialist couple last summer. They are morally the salt of 
the earth. The husband was attired in a fetching green smock, a la 
Tolstoi, and, as he stated, in deference to our prejudices, trowsers. 
His wife beside him, he beamed on us and asserted that " marriage is 
a mistake." We entertained another type earlier in the season, a more 
dangerous variety. The husband is a rich, pacifist, clergyman-socialist, 
whose occupation is tampering with the proletariat. " The Germans 
in Belgium have been frightfully misrepresented," said the wife. 
" Everything that happened was the fault of the Belgian women ; they 
went mad over those blond German officers ! Anyway, non-resistance 
is the principle." " Applied to yourself ? " " Yes ; I would cheerfully 
offer myself and my children as martyrs in the cause." Down further 
in the social stratum, I heard a carpenter and his friends talking as 
they built a dam in a brook. This was just after Wilson's New Free- 
dom had brought business to a standstill. " We will never have better 
times till we go down to New York and kill a few millionaires," said 
the carpenter. " Millionaires are to blame for all this. Why, I would 
as soon shoot a millionaire as a muskrat." Everybody agreed. 
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It has been going on a long time. When Robert Louis Stevenson, 
before he went to Samoa, observed, " Socialism is said to be coming ; 
it is here. When everybody is engaged in sawing off the bough his 
neighbor is standing on, that's Socialism" (I quote without book). 
Stevenson sensed it at the inception. But what of Mr. Creel's gleeful 
reply at a Socialist love-feast : " What will become of our millionaires ? 
When we get through with them, they'll have very little left." 

What have we with us in the very air we breathe? This rotten- 
ness that is creeping into our daily thought? No nationality! No 
common honesty f No home ! No chastity ! All seething in the imag- 
inations of as yet perfectly law-abiding people (except Mr. Creel). 
Now look at the Congressional investigation of Bolshevism. Nothing 
appears there except these same vague imaginings put to their logical 
test. The microbe is here, next comes the black death. 

There is one weapon at hand — a weapon most effective among 
the plain people. Now that women can vote more or less, let us take 
hold of the conservatism that lies in their habits of thought. It has 
been the instinct of womankind to build up the home, and around it the 
state, ever since the first woman tamed the first man. Make no mis- 
take. Equal distribution of wealth may appeal ; but equal distribution 
of women and babies hurried into asylums to die, and no conservation 
of property — these will not suit at all. Never has such a campaign 
document come to hand as that testimony. The Republican managers 
should see to it that a copy gets into every house in the agricultural 
sections and among the wage-earning class. The old slogan, " defense 
of the home," will have some force with such a commentary. Let the 
Republicans make it theirs. 

New York City. An American. 

THE UNIVERSE AND JOHN BURROUGHS 
Sir, — 

John Burroughs' article in your January number, " Shall We 
Accept the Universe ? " is rationalistic in method and optimistic in 
tone, but it does not fully reflect the latest scientific views of the 
ultimate realities either on the materialistic or psychical side, and it 
does not fully account for some of the highest motives in human 
conduct. 

Science has no evidence of the existence of one and only one 
universe, nor is there evidence of the existence of one and only one 
supreme personality or being. The earth is a unit; the sun and the 
planets and their satellites are a system ; we know also that there are 
countless other solar systems scattered throughout infinite space. But 
astronomers have never ascertained that these countless systems con- 
stitute one ultimate system rather than a plurality of systems. The 
same chemical elements appear to compose all the stars, and very 
likely there are all-pervading laws of force and motion; but these 
common properties do not make the bodies one, any more than uni- 
form color or habits make the sheep in a drove one sheep, or the 
birds in a flock one bird. Thus the ultimate physical totality may be 
an aggregate rather than a universe. Kapteyn and some other noted 



